
June 23, 2014 

Something Fishy is Going On 

at Cornwall’s OPG Visitor Centre on June 28th 

CORNWALL, ON -   The St. Lawrence River Institute of Environmental Sciences and the St. 
Lawrence Power Development Visitor Centre are hosting a very fishy event on Saturday, 
June 28th between the hours of noon and 4 pm at the OPG Visitor Centre in Cornwall.  Fish 
and eels, in particular will be in the spotlight for this slippery fun filled afternoon.  Geared 
towards the entire family, this Fish & Eel Adventure will feature the River Institute’s “Real 
Eel” expert Matt Windle, who has been tracking eels in the St. Lawrence for the past year with 
his Eel Team. 
Fish specialist Dr. Brian Hickey from the River Institute will also be on hand to show 
participants how to identify some of the most common fish found in the Cornwall area and 
understand their biology as well as their role in the St. Lawrence River ecosystem.  All ages 
will have an opportunity to enjoy hands on activities with fish and live eels.  The American eel 
has a long and culturally significant history in this area, in particular with First Nations 
communities.  Visitors will be able to explore how this special creature plays such an 
important role in the history and health of the St. Lawrence River. 
“The American eel travels thousands of kilometres in its lifetime, and on 
its journey, it will spend time in the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence River, 
and the ocean,” said Matt Windle, Research Scientist at the River 
Institute.  “This afternoon event gives children and parents a chance to 
see and learn about eels and other species of fish and understand more 
about their importance to the ecosystem in a fun, hands on environment.”  
The St Lawrence River provides habitat for hundreds of different species 
of fish.  

This family workshop is the second in a series of 5 science sessions this 
summer at the Visitor Centre and is delivered by educators from the St. 
Lawrence River Institute of Environmental Sciences in partnership with 
OPG.  Programs are free of charge, and appropriate for all ages.  For 
more details and information about all River Institute summer programs 
like the Eco-Friends Day Camp and our Open House on July 3rd visit 
www.riverinstitute.ca or follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

The OPG Visitor Centre also offers displays and interactive exhibits that describe the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and Power Project construction story and its effects on the nearby 
communities.  Visitors can also learn and observe how OPG safely generates electricity at 
its nuclear, thermal and hydro generating stations located across Ontario. The OPG St. 
Lawrence Power Development Visitor Centre is located at 2500 B Second Street West, 
Cornwall.  Call 613-932-4563 ext. 3523 for more information on OPG Visitor Centre 
programs. 
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